
The following is the weekly communications brief on behalf of Superintendent Dr. Kriner 
Cash for the week ending 1-22-21. 
  
Dear Colleagues:  
 
Buffalo Public Schools graduate Steven Means joined the Buffalo Board of Education 
meeting on Wednesday, January 21st for well-deserved recognition.  Steven is a Super 
Bowl Champion, former Philadelphia Eagle, present day Atlanta Falcon, current Walter 
Payton Man of the Year nominee.  In addition, he is an all-time MVP of Community 
School #53 and International Preparatory School #198!  In the past, Mr. Means has 
honored his former schools with visits, talks, and scholarships, awarding students for 
athletics, academics, and most improved status. This week, Mr. Means announced to 
his alma maters, #53 and #198, that he would make award donations of $15,000 each 
on behalf of the NFL in honor of his Walter Payton Man of the Year nomination.  Thank 
you, Steven Means, for being the best of role models and staying true to your beloved 
Buffalo schools! 
 

 
 

Our Medical Director, Dr. Dennis Kuo, also joined our Board Meeting to give a health 
update.  He spoke of Community/Adults spread of the COVID-19 virus vs. spread 
among children.  We also discussed a lack of vaccines locally, the logistics of a return to 
school buildings, how to accommodate more people under CDC guidelines, and 
masking.  He noted that the use of public transit for our high school students makes 
staging imperative in a less controlled environment. The objective on testing is 20% of 
students and staff starting next week and testing while in school, and Dr. Kuo assures 
us that the pieces in place with our UB partners.  He pointed out that we need to use all 
of our relationships to track who is getting sick and where.  We are grateful to Dr. Kuo 
for sharing with us his deep professional understanding of the science and 
recommendation regarding reopening of schools. 



 
 

This past Thursday and today, current 8th graders were inside Hutchinson Central 
Technical High School, taking admission tests.  There were morning and afternoon 
seatings that accommodated 300 students over two days.  There are three more test 
dates next week.  Students arrived, were temperature checked, and admitted to the 
gymnasium with masks and socially distanced desks.   
 

 
 
Outside of the school, COO James Weimer, ASL David Hills, and Director of Engineering 
Barry Kirker interviewed with WGRZ reporter Ron Plants about the upcoming February 
1st phase-in of in-person classes in our school buildings.  Barry gave a thorough tutorial 
on air ventilation and disinfecting protocols.  Jim wrapped up readiness to reopen in a 
nutshell, and David answered every phase-in and distancing question just right.  
Director of Communications Elena Cala sent pictures of the students testing inside as 
well as the temp taking set up and boxes of filters because the reporter was made to 
stay outside due to WGRZ company policy in the face of Covid-19.  In the coming week, 
we will invite more reporters into schools because “seeing is believing,” and we know 
that, in consideration of CDC guidelines for protocols, we are ready. 
 

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/education/buffalo-public-schools-officials-discuss-reopening-plans-after-board-approval/71-a135b9ba-0b2d-4226-9541-51bdd2f0a06e


 
 

Other than the testing at Hutch, today was an extra special day!  Mr. Fred Wagstaff, 
Chief of School Safety and Security, honored School Security Officer, Mr. George 
Simonick for his dedication to the community of Hutch Tech High School.  Officer 
Simonick has been a “father figure” at Tech for 18 years.  Principal Dr. Gabrielle 
Morquecho says, “George is our 'rock' and a highly valued member of our Hutch 
Family.” The Security Department honored George with a gift certificate to Rachel's 
because of his reliability to the District and Hutch-Tech throughout the entire Pandemic, 
period.  We look forward to the support all of our Security Officers are eager and 
prepared to lend to students upon their return.  Kudos Mr. Simonick for being an 
essential part of the BPS family! 
 

 
Officer George Simonick is pictured with Principal at Tech, Dr. Morquecho, and our 
hard-working Cafeteria staff- Mrs. Nancy Marcano and Mrs. Ohanda Montanez. 
 



 

Stanley Makowski #99 First Grade Teacher, Kelsey Jankowiak’s class celebrated 
Inauguration Day by creating “Captain Americas” that represented them.  The first-
graders read Vice President Kamala Harris' picture book, Superheroes Are Everywhere, 
and then wrote why they are superheroes. The students are very proud of their work 
and wanted to share, so here are our BPS superheroes for your enjoyment!  
 

 

At this week’s Board Meeting, Mrs. Karen E. Saxon, Vocal Music Instructor at Burgard 
High School, on the jubilant day of the inauguration of our 46th President of the United 
States, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., and his Vice President, Kamala Harris, led us, through 
song, in a moment of our own lasting memory - at a time when hope returns to us with 
renewed enthusiasm for the future of our nation and those of us here, in Buffalo, New 
York.  Karen performed He's got the whole world in His hands, by Margaret Allison 
Bonds (March 3, 1913 – April 26, 1972) an American composer, pianist, arranger, and 
teacher.  One of the first black composers and performers to gain recognition in the 
United States, she is best remembered today for her popular arrangements of African-
American spirituals and frequent collaborations with Langston Hughes.  Thank you, 
Karen, for gracing us with your beautiful voice on this historic day! 

 
File photo 

 
Enjoy your Bill’s Playoff Weekend! 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 



 
 
A tip of the hat to baseball legend and Civil Rights icon, Hank Aaron, who died at the 
venerable age of 86 today.  All children should know about Hank Aaron – who he was, 
what he did. 
 

   


